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A word from the CCA President
Hello Copa people, members and friends

Our community, like others across the Central 
Coast, has many concerns regarding the recent 
events at Council and the likely impacts for 
residents. As most of you will be aware, the NSW 
government took action when serious financial 
shortfalls became apparent. 

To summarise – The Minister for Local Government 
suspended all thirteen Councillors, including 
the Mayor, and appointed an independent administrator, Dick Persson AM, as the 
decision-maker at Council on October 30. The administration period is three months 
but may be extended if the duration of the council suspension is extended. On 
the expiry of the suspension order, the Councillors resume office and the interim 
administrator leaves the office position unless the Minister has fixed the date on 
which a general election for the Council is to be held and a bill to dismiss the Council 
has been introduced into Parliament.  

A new Acting CEO (Rik Hart) and CFO have been appointed by the Administrator Dick 
Persson who said: ‘We intend to get to the bottom of what has happened here very 
quickly. I will be focusing on Council’s financial situation while Rik will be guiding the 
staff to continue to deliver our essential services’. It was announced on November 12 
that Council has authorised the acceptance of a $50m loan. Council intends to sell 
$30m of assets.

There is a common concern across the Coast that irreplaceable open land assets may 
be sacrificed to shore up Council’s finances.  In an article headlined ‘Coss lands safe…
for now’, Coast News reported on November 10: ‘Environmentally sensitive lands 
such as those in the Coastal Open Space System (COSS) will be safe, with the asset sale 
“more likely” to be buildings’. The CCA Management Committee will stay watchful 
and informed and provide advice of any relevant issues when they are known. We 
are also in ongoing communication with Council to track progress on the Draft LSPS 
and LEP/DCP and roadworks currently underway and will report back to members on 
any developments.

We’re also assessing the Council consultation papers for the Winney Bay Clifftop 
Walk. CCA will be making a formal submission (due by 15 December). Copa residents 
are encouraged to respond with personal submissions and members please email 
info@copanews.com.au and share your views with us. See www.yourvoiceourcoast.
com/wbw2

Lastly, we are disappointed that the annual Copa Carols event has had to be cancelled 
due to Covid. We will be producing some free Copa Christmas cards featuring artworks 
by Copa PS kindy kids to help ‘spread the cheer’ this year as a small consolation. We 
take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and safe Summer and festive season 
and hope 2021 will be a less stressful, brighter year for us all.

Sue Steedman

WHAT’S ON
DECEMBER

Saturday 05 
Copa Bushcare 2-4pm  
Meet at viewing platform 

Sunday 06 
Central Coast Christmas Fair 
Mt Penang Parklands 

Friday 11
Bowl Groms Summer Workshop
Narara Skate Park 3-5pm
Book through Council website

Saturday 12 
Avoca Twilight Markets 4-8pm

Wednesday 16 
Last day of school term

Friday 18 
Central Coast Christmas Market
Gosford Showgrounds

JANUARY 2021

Saturday 02 
Copa Bushcare 2-4pm 
Meet at viewing platform 

Tuesday 26
Australia Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 27
First day of school term

FEBRUARY

Saturday 06 
Copa Bushcare 2-4pm
Meet at viewing platform 

https://www.yourvoiceourcoast.com/wbw2
https://www.yourvoiceourcoast.com/wbw2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_ZS42bsn00&feature=youtu.be


Neighbourhood Watch Copacabana

Hello everyone 
Hoping that you are all coping with the new lifestyle ‘rules’ of 
Covid 19 and keeping well and safe.  It’s so good that the CCA 
Management Committee is keeping us  informed of goings-
on in Copa, especially now that it’s difficult to meet up with 
members. I’m pleased to hear about the fantastic revamp of 
Susan Fahey Park, despite some wet and wild weather, which 
should be a great community facility for all to enjoy. And it’s 
terrific that progress is being made on the Men’s Shed – another 
community initiative that’s been a long time coming! 

I’m sad that Copa Carols have been cancelled this year – it’s 
always a great event and opportunity to get together with 
friends and neighbours. Let’s hope next year will be different!

Crimewise, Copa continues to be quiet with no spikes in crime 
levels reported.

Probably that is due in part to the fact that many people are 
working from home and people who are usually only here 
on weekends and holidays have now chosen to ‘stay put’ in 
beautiful Copa.

With Christmas just around the corner I have much pleasure in 
wishing all Copa friends and neighbours a Merry Christmas and 
a healthy Happy New Year. 

Remember always be aware, take care and keep Neighbourhood 
Watching.

Josi Fudge

Sneaky peek at Susan Fahey Park...

An ultra-cool climbing wall  

< Covered BBQ areaDisabled Access all the way to the fun stuff

Giant swing!



The first sub-division of Copacabana was developed in 1954, 
with a considerable part of the headland acquired for open 
space. Shops were built and the Surf Club established in 1963.  
It was not for some years that electricity and water services 
were established.  Sewerage wasn’t connected until 1990. The 
surveyor, Bert Hunter has vivid memories of those early days as 
contained in extracts from a book about developers Willmore 
& Randell

1
: 

“Copacabana was one of the hardest subdivisions ever – 
a few hundred acres of rugged rough steep rocky terrain, 
thorny thick scrub, plenty of timber. Sand dunes with a 
swamp behind. Native flora and fauna galore. It was a 
surveyor’s nightmare. Steep narrow roads following the 
contours, 1500 home sites.”

George Brand lived in Point Clare as a boy and went to local 
schools until the age of 15, when he left to work with his uncle, 
Peter Brand, at the only general store & newsagent in Avoca Beach.  

It has been fifty years since he set up shop as a real estate agent 
in Copa. His recollections from the book remind us just what an 
undertaking it was in those days.

‘So we put all our furniture – a few chairs and a pot plant – into 
the back of a utility truck and set ourselves up in an office out 
there. We had already listed quite a number of properties, and 
at about 3pm on the Friday when we opened the door people 
were waiting for us. We sold three blocks of land straight away, 
then over the weekend we sold about twenty properties and in 
three weeks we sold nearly fifty blocks. Prices ranged from $350 
to $2100 for a beach front block’. Those were the days!

George now lives in Davistown with his wife, Tosca, who 
was intrinsic to the success of the business. They live on the 
waterfront in a house they built, with lovely gardens and a 
chook house. The Brands built their first Copa house in Helen 
Drive in the early 1960s, having bought three blocks of land 
there for $1000 each. They recall a Christmas party they held 
there attended by ninety people, which was at the time almost 
100% of the total population of Copa. 

George was also one of those entrepreneurial people who 
knew Copa needed a surf club. He recalls going to a pub in 
Gosford every Friday night and selling tickets to a chocolate 
wheel – this provided the seed money that got the surf club 
started. He remembers being there as a teenager when they 
were pouring the floor – originally the club was just somewhere 
to store the boats.

georgebrand
Central Coast real estate pioneer

CELEBRATING

Copacabana 1956



After a progression of renting, buying, renovating and selling 
houses – moving 19 times – George and Tosca ended up with 
a farm in two lots totalling 75 acres along from the end of 
Branga Ave. They raised their four kids there.  When the credit 
squeeze was on and the real estate market hit rock bottom they 
kept their family afloat with other initiatives. They built three 
units and shops (at the end of the row) and put in the bottle 
shop – Tosca was licensee. Then George bought a water truck 
and he and his long-time friend and employee, Edward ‘Ned’ 
Kelly delivered water all over the Central Coast 24/7 in the days 
before town water was connected.

George is now 78 and retired, having handed the business over 
a decade ago to his son and Copa resident, Kyle Brand.  George 

is a real character, who says his motto is ‘You’re better to be born 
lucky than good-looking’. He thinks he’s been very lucky, but 
it’s pretty obvious that you don’t go from a few chairs and a 
pot plant to eight offices across the Coast without a lot of hard 
work.  We congratulate George and Tosca for their contributions 
to life in Copa and wish them well in retirement with their 18 
grandchildren (and 28 chooks).

After 50 years, George Brand Real Estate’s current owners are  
Scot and Michelle Harvey – Scot worked for George for 25 years, 
and Kyle still works in the Avoca office, so it’s still a family 
business and still going strong. 

1. Willmore & Randell – Seventy Years in Australian Real Estate – 1922-1992, Ian Willmore 
& Elizabeth Warburton, published 1994.

Copa’s first road



Move your home up the 
wanted list.

Steve Nixon 0403 943 341
stevenixon@mcgrath.com.au

Avoca Vacation Care Programme
17th December – 23rd December 2020 • 11th January – 28th January 2021 

7am to 6pm  PLEASE BOOK EARLY: avocaschoolcare@gmail.com

Not all areas will be affected equally and t he fi re th reat, 
while subdued, remains. We should have a respite from the 
dry and hot weather from last year but there is a lot of fuel 
about, especially grasses out in the highlands and on the 
plains, which can cause devastating fires. Whilst it was a quiet 
winter comparatively speaking, we assisted with a house fire 
in Hardy’s Bay and a large rubbish fire on the beach, as well as 
several hazard reductions around the coast. 

Over the colder months we had time to re-skill in some 
areas, upgrade skill levels in others including undertaking 
some fire investigation training and get some training on our 
hydrant booster simulator. The Brigade is also equipped and 
trained to deal with non fire emergencies to support our local 
community, and we are regularly called on for flood and other 
weather-related responses, so it may be a busy season for us 
despite the predicted wetter weather.

Get ready weekend was held virtually this year due to CoViD 
restrictions, you can check out some fire myths and facts here: 
www.facebook.com/rfscopacabana/videos/593002641576614 
and other get ready resources here: http://www.rfs.nsw.gov. 
au/news-and-media/get-ready. The brigade delivered get 
ready packs to many locals including a few activity packs for 
the kids. Keep up with our activities on facebook here: 
www.facebook. com/rfscopacabana 

October 1st marked the beginning of the bushfire season 
for the Central Coast and Greater Sydney region and the fire 

danger rating sign at Kincumber on Avoca Drive will now be 
updated every day until the end of March 2021. You can also 
view the fire danger ratings for all areas at: www.rfs.nsw.gov.
au/fire-information/fdr-and-tobans

On 11th October the annual Emergency Services Volunteer 
Memorial Service was held.  Eight names, all NSW RFS 
volunteers, have been added to the Memorial in Sydney. We 
will never forget the service of Michael Maria, Phillip Bell, 
Ian Long, Robert Panitz, Geoffrey Keaton, Andrew O’Dwyer, 
Samuel McPaul and Colin Burns. 

102 names now appear on the memorial, recognising 
volunteers from the NSW Rural Fire Service, NSW State 
Emergency Service, Marine Rescue NSW and the NSW 
Volunteer Rescue Association who have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice protecting communities.

On a much happier note, Santa will again be visiting 
Copacabana and Kincumber this year in the much loved 
fire truck convoy. We can’t thank the elves enough for their 
support in getting Santa here in a CoViD safe way!

Listen out for the sirens after three o’clock in Kincumber on 
the 23rd of December and Copa on the 24th. Don’t forget to 
follow us on Facebook for all the latest info. www.facebook.
com/rfscopacabana 

Matt Francis

After the catastrophic fires of last year, it is somewhat of a relief that A La Niña has been declared, meaning 
a wetter summer (and the possibility of flooding). Since July 1, the state has recorded 702 bush, grass and 
scrub fires, with about 10 burning in the first week of August.  By contrast at this time last year NSW had 
recorded triple that number or 2,224 blazes.

facebook.com/rfscopacabana

www.copacabanarfb.com.au 

02 4382 2400

August September October
Calls - 8

Average crew size - 7
Average response time - 5.5 min

Calls - 4
Average crew size – 8

Average response time - 4.5 min

Calls - 7
Average crew size - 8

Average response time - 5 min

Here are the call out statistics for the last three months, a terrific effort by all our members

http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fdr-and-tobans
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/fdr-and-tobans
https://www.facebook.com/rfscopacabana
https://www.facebook.com/rfscopacabana
https://www.facebook.com/rfscopacabana
https://www.facebook.com/rfscopacabana


Move your home up the 
wanted list.

Steve Nixon  0403 943 341
stevenixon@mcgrath.com.au

Avoca  Vacation Care Programme
17th December – 23rd December 2020 • 11th January – 28th January 2021  

7am to 6pm  PLEASE BOOK EARLY: avocaschoolcare@gmail.com

THURS 17 DEC  ($65) FRI 18 DEC  ($65) MON 21 DEC  ($70) TUES 22 DEC  ($65)

CHRISTMAS CRAFT AND 
COOKING DAY 

Enjoy making some Christmas 
treats to take home 

and sing carols.

SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
The children will have a 

Sausage Sizzle and enjoy the 
new park. 

(Providing park is finished)

WET'n'WILD DAY 
With summer here what a 

great day to enjoy some water 
fun and keep cool. Rash vest 

and hat must be worn.

MOVIE AND CHILL DAY 
Relax and enjoy the day before 

the excitement of Christmas 
really kicks in. Bring your 

favourite movie or board game.

WED 23 DEC  ($65) MON 11 JAN  ($65) TUES 12 JAN  ($70) WED 13 JAN  ($65)

MINI CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Children will enjoy a mini 

Christmas lunch to celebrate 
the last day of the centre 2020! 

Closing at 5.30pm!

ROBOTS AND ALIENS DAY 
Children will dress up as an 

Alien or Robot and construct 
robots and alien masks from 

recycled materials.

PICNIC AND TENNIS IN THE PARK 
Our local tennis coach will give the 

children some tips on becoming 
a great player.  followed by a 

Sausage Sizzle in the park.

MASTERCHEF  PIZZA & PASTA DAY 
Attention all Master chefs. 

Today the children will prepare 
and bake their own pizza and 
pasta to enjoy at lunch time. 

THURS 14 JAN  ($70) FRI 15 JAN  ($70) MON 18 JAN  ($65) TUES 19 JAN  ($65)

PADDLE BOATS @ AVOCA LAKE 
The children will enjoy 

spending the day at the Avoca 
paddle boats. Lunch under the 

trees and play on the oval.

BOP TILL YOU DROP 
A fun filled 3 hours of dancing, 

singing and karaoke with 
Stacey from Bop till you Drop.

CHLOE’S @ TEAGAN’S ART DAY 
Educators will have an array of 

art activities to keep the children 
occupied for the whole day. 

Children get to take their art home.

ALL ABOUT STRINGS 
How many things can you do 
with strings? We will find out 

today what the possibilities are 
with a piece of string.

WED 20 JAN  ($65) THUR 21 JAN  ($70) FRI 22 JAN  ($75) MON 25 JAN

DINOSAUR DAY 
We will uncover dinosaurs in 
our archaeological dig, along 

with many other fun activities. 
Bring your best dinosaur roar.

WET'n'WILD DAY
A fun day of water activities for 

the children to enjoy! 
Please pack dry clothes 

and a towel

NIAGARA PARK 
Action packed from start to 
finish! Sausage sizzle and ice 

block provided. Enclosed 
shoes and socks are a must!

To be informed on a later date  
depending on  the numbers. 

Minimum 15 children to open.

TUES 26 JAN WED 27 JAN (65) THUR 28 JAN (65) FRI 29 JAN

AUSTRALIA DAY
The Centre will be closed on 

Australia Day

PUPIL FREE DAY
As the day draws closer and 

we have an idea on numbers. 
I will organise the activity.

PUPIL FREE DAY
As the day draws closer and 

we have an idea on numbers. 
I will organise the activity

BACK TO SCHOOL!

https://www.mcgrath.com.au/
mailto:avocaschoolcare@gmail.com


Copa artist shows us new ways
of seeing in Vision 2020 exhibition

These vibrant textile works are on display at Gosford Hospital Exhibition space until 
January 15 – then moving on to Queensland and Melbourne.  Curated by a Copa 
resident and textile artist, Brenda Gael Smith, this is her fourth touring exhibition 
project after a few false starts due to Covid.

The exhibition is called Vision2020: the power of sight / the art of seeing.



Brenda has lived in Copa since 2004, citing the surrounding 
landscapes of sea and bush as hugely inspirational for her textile 

works and process. In 2018, her work was featured in a solo 
exhibition at East Gosford Regional Gallery, comprising 52 
small textile sketches all drawn from the beautiful surrounds 
of Copa. Brenda teaches and writes on her subject and 

spends a lot of volunteer hours curating and staging 
exhibitions. Brenda has a personal connection to the exhibition 

theme of blindness and vision impairment, being short-sighted 
and with a diagnosis of glaucoma herself. Her condition affects her 

peripheral vision and is managed by treatment, but fortunately does not 
impact her creative output. 
Her Curator Statement amplifies her own relationship to the theme and work. 

As she says, thinking about ‘ways of seeing’ seemed an appropriate 
theme for this year of the pandemic:

‘From dreams to vistas, anatomical studies to optical illusions, 
Vision 2020 explores the theme of vision from different 

angles.  Eye imagery dominates and many works highlight 
the importance of eye health and vision care. I embrace 
this focus.  90% of blindness or vision impairment is 

preventable or treatable.  Prioritising eye health brings 
profound creative, social and economic benefits and 2020 

brings extra resonance to this theme’.
The exhibition includes a piece in lace, tulle, organza, cotton and paint by 

another Central Coast artist, Kay Haerland – her work references clarity of 
vision after cataract surgery.

Copacabana is a far cry from a childhood in New Zealand and a stint in 
Sydney as a corporate and commercial lawyer, but Brenda is ‘right at 

home’ in Copa and loves the beautiful Central Coast environment in 
which she lives and practices. The exhibition is certainly worth a 

trip to see these thought-provoking textile works (even if you’re 
not visiting anyone in hospital). Exhibition closes January 15.
See www.vision2020textiles.com for more information and 
www.brendagaelsmith.com/portfolio/copa-abstractions to take 

a look at Brenda’s Copa-inspired textile sketches.



Essential Summer Skin Care 
for the hot months ahead
Essential Summer Skin Care 
for the hot months ahead

Exposure to the sun’s Ultraviolet (UV) radiation is the major 
cause of skin cancer and also causes premature aging of 
the skin and eye damage. Unlike the sun’s heat and light, 
we can’t see or feel UV radiation, so check the UV for your 
location on the free SunSmart app.

GET THE FREE SUN-SMART APP 

STAY SAFE IN THE SUN

To minimise your risk, the Cancer Council recommends 
adopting these five Sun-Smart protection steps1:

1. Slip on covering clothing - Choose clothing that covers 
as much skin as possible, for example, collared shirts with 
long sleeves. Some clothing may provide an ultraviolet 
protection factor (UPF), which is a guarantee of how 
much UV protection a fabric provides.  (Check labels).

2. Slop on SPF 30 (or higher) broad-spectrum, water-
resistant sunscreen - Apply a generous amount of 
sunscreen to clean, dry skin at least 20 minutes before you 
go outside. The average-sized adult will need a teaspoon 
of sunscreen for their head and neck, each limb and the 
front and back of the body. That’s about seven teaspoons 
(35mL) for a full body application. Reapply sunscreen 
every two hours or after swimming or excessive sweating. 
Remember, sunscreen is not a suit of armour and should 
be used with other sun protection measures. 

3. Slap on a hat - Choose, a broad-brimmed, legionnaire 
or bucket style hat which shades your face, nose, neck 
and ears, which are common sites for skin cancers. Caps 
and visors don’t provide enough protection. 

4. Seek shade - Use trees, built shade structures, or bring 
your own umbrella or shade tent. Shade reduces UV 
radiation, but it can still reach you via reflection, so 
make sure you use shade in combination with other sun 
protection measures. 

5. Slide on some sunglasses - Sunglasses and a broad-
brimmed hat worn together can reduce UV radiation 
exposure to the eyes by up to 98%. Sunglasses should 
be worn outside during daylight hours. Choose close-
fitting wraparound sunglasses that meet the Australian 
Standard AS/NSZ 106.

CHECK YOUR SKIN

Australia has one of the highest rates of skin cancer in the 
world. More than 434,000 people are treated for one or 
more non-melanoma cancers each year and more than 
11,500 people are treated for melanomas. 

It’s important to get to know your skin and what is  
normal for you. Check your skin regularly for any new 
spots or changes in shape, colour or size of existing spots. 
Skin cancers come in a variety of forms, not just moles.  
If you notice anything unusual, see your doctor as soon 
as possible. 

We encourage you to make an appointment at 
Copacabana Medical Centre for a check-up. Dr Risto offers 
a comprehensive skin check and an expert medical opinion 
as well as treatment, including skin surgery. We take this 
opportunity to wish all of our patients and Copa locals 
a happy and healthy holiday season. 

Higher temperatures and longer days are with us again, and with most of us heading for the great 
outdoors over the Summer it’s important to remember to practice good sun protection and monitor 
your skin for any changes. Skin cancer is the most common cancer diagnosed in Australia, so it really 
pays to be Sun-Smart, particularly for us beach-dwellers.

Contact us to find out more or to  
make an appointment: 

Ph: 4381 1576
or book online: copamedical.com.au 

Opening Hours:
Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri:  
8:30am - 6:00pm 

Same day appointments available

1.   https://www.cancer.org.au/cancer-information/causes-and-prevention/sun-safety1.   https://www.cancer.org.au/cancer-information/causes-and-prevention/sun-safety

https://www.copacabanamedical.com.au/


1.   https://www.cancer.org.au/cancer-information/causes-and-prevention/sun-safety

Twelve months ago, we provided information about a briefing paper we prepared for Council. We obviously couldn’t 
foresee what this year would bring. Clearly lagoon health has not been the most pressing issue on anybody’s mind, 
but we want to update the community. Just to set the scene - our lagoon is the smallest of the four coastal lagoons and 
considered the least impacted by urban development, with a relatively well-forested catchment area. This means that 
the quality of any runoff following storm events is relatively good, although sometimes very heavy rainfall can result 
in leaks from waste-treatment facilities, which can obviously impact water quality.

The water quality in our lagoon received a “Poor” rating 
in the latest State of the Beaches 2020 report, released in 
October. This report, which is based on the occurrence 
of water that is contaminated with organic waste (poo), 
did recognise that such poor water quality ratings were 
typically only found in the few days following rainfall  
events. Residents and visitors are therefore reminded 
to obey any no-swimming signs that may be posted 
by Council after heavy rainfall. You will be glad to hear 
that Copacabana Beach was also rated as “Good” and 
Macmasters as “Very Good” in the same report.

Many were delighted that Cockrone Lagoon was opened 
to the ocean by Council on November 3 on the night-time 
high tide, a process that was started earlier that day by 
locals keen to take advantage of the standing waves that 
are generated by water exiting the lagoon. Council opens 
the lagoon when low-lying adjacent houses are considered 
to be at risk of flooding.  Emptying is part of the natural life 
cycle in our lagoons and the connection with the sea allows 
exchange of waters that also include fish and prawns. 
When emptied, the sediments from land runoff are very 

obvious, we were lucky that the lagoon filled again quickly 
from continued inflows – as this promotes continuity of the 
habitats for fish, prawns and waterbirds. 

The briefing paper we sent to Council last year is still in their 
system, 2020 has been a big year!! We ask that residents 
make the CCA Management Committee aware of any issues 
around lagoon usage or water quality so that we can most 
appropriately drive change where needed to enhance the 
management of this amazing natural resource. 

Contact us at info@copanews.com.au with LAGOON ISSUE 
in the subject line if you have any information to share. 
Meanwhile, we expect to see many families with small 
children, kayakers and visitors continuing to enjoy the 
lagoon waters over the warmer months.

Margaret Platell 

Lecturer in Environmental Science
Newcastle University  
and CCA Management Committee member

UPDATE

Cockrone 
Lagoon 

Management 
Joe Larrarte/Fotocam

1.   https://www.cancer.org.au/cancer-information/causes-and-prevention/sun-safety

Stone Real Estate
4382 3066 

stonerealestate.com.auProperty sales, rentals and holiday lettingsCopacabana

https://www.stonerealestate.com.au/


You may have noticed a small group of people on 
Saturdays working hard to rehabilitate the dune area 
of the beach. The Bushcare volunteer group is led by 
Bernadine Mitchell. She and her family have been part of 
the community since 1981, with her two sons attending 
Copa Public School and Kincumber High.  Bernadine will 
be familiar to many Copa locals as she worked as a casual 
teacher at Copa PS from when it first opened for a number 
of years and is still a casual teacher at Kincumber Public. 
With surfing part of her DNA, she was also a patrolling 
member of the Surf Club for ten years and still regularly 
gets out there on her bodyboard.

Bernadine has a long history of volunteering work to 
beautify Copa, going as far back as the original grant 
application to refurbish what was then an overgrown 
and unlovely park near the shops. Subsequently renamed 
Shaun Brinklow Park to honour a local family and recently 
upgraded, the park is now a fantastic facility for families 
and kids.

Bernadine and a group of committed locals then turned 
their attention to Susan Fahey Park and formed the 
Copacabana Landcare Group in 1997, starting work in 
the bush behind the park. At that time, Council planned 
to locate the stormwater drain across the rocks near the 
rockpool - Bernadine helped band the community together 
to oppose that and preserve that area which is a breeding 
environment for small sea creatures. Bernadine worked 
with others to get a grant to build the viewing platform 
opposite the shops ‘Bonnie Lookout’, erect the information 
signs dotted around Copa and to begin the work of 
rehabilitating the dunes, which had been bulldozed.  

The volunteer Bushcare group was formed to preserve and 
improve the native vegetation in the dunes which was over-
run with weeds. Their work includes planting, weeding, 
seed collection and propagation and over the years they 
have done an incredible job from the surf club to the end 
of the shops, removing lantana, bitou bush and asparagus 
fern, all of which are noxious plants.

LOCAL HERO

   Mitchell
Bernadine



The success of the Copa Bushcare group has been 
acknowledged by Sydney Landcare, with representatives 
scheduled to visit early in the new year to study the dunes 
and learn from the work done there. 

The group has a regular crew which meets on the first 
Saturday of each month, working from 2-4pm. They always 
welcome new members and no particular skills are required. 
The group is very warm and friendly and includes people 
who have holiday houses here and want to connect with the 
community. It’s a great way to meet local people and make a 
contribution.

Bernadine says she is ‘trying to retire’ but this dynamo is 
always busy – she has recently returned from a 5-day hike in 
Green Gully with a local women’s hiking group. What with 
surfing, yoga, hiking, teaching and her extensive volunteer 
work, Bernadine obviously has an incredible zest for life. We 
salute her for her decades of service and thank her on behalf 
of the Copa community.



Remembrance Day
Every year on the 11th November at 11am we observe a minute’s silence in memory of all wars and armed conflicts and the 
people who have suffered or died. This year, students have learned more about the significance of this time in their classes.  
The School Captains, Zoe and Archie addressed the assembly. Thank you, to our school prefects and library/tech monitors who 
assisted on the day. Thank you, to Mr Reid for your organisation. Lest We Forget.

Copacabana Public School
A message from Mary Hunt – Principal

NAIDOC Week 
Copacabana Public School celebrated 
NAIDOC week through a variety of 
classroom and whole school activities.

NAIDOC (National Aborigines and 
Islanders Day Observance Committee) 
acknowledges and celebrates the fact 
that Australia’s Aboriginal people were 
spiritually connected to this land and 
occupied and cared for this land for over 
65,000 years.

This year’s theme is ‘Always Was, Always 
Will Be’. Our students learnt about the 
origins of various Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander games and participated in 
various sports rotations.

In the afternoon, our Aboriginal students 
participated in an art workshop learning 
about the importance of connecting 
with the local environment and the 
significance of symbols in Aboriginal 
artworks.

1ML watched Archie Roach in a Virtual 
NAIDOC week celebration.  



Kindergarten and Year 1 students participated in a modified 
athletics carnival at school. The purpose of the carnival was to 
teach students the skills and techniques required to compete 
in the athletics carnival in coming years. The students had a 
great day and the teachers were so impressed by their effort 
and sportsmanship.

True Copa spirit was shown as the children were cheering their 
friends on in the running races and helping each other during 
the activities.  Thank you to Mrs Bryson for all of her hard work 
organising the carnival and the dedication shown to provide 
the amazing opportunity for the K/1 students to shine. 

On Friday 30th October, our school captains Archie and 
Zoe joined Adam Crouch MP – Member for Terrigal and 
school leaders from Chertsey and Woodport schools to 
plant a tree at the new Leagues Club Field in Gosford. We 
enjoyed a tour of the precinct and learnt that a key feature 
of the park will be a water-play area that connects to 
Brisbane Water and will rise and fall with the tide to expose 
beautiful sandstone animal islands. We are looking forward 
to it opening.

Leagues Club Park



Copa’s budding little 

ArtistsArtistsArtists

Since we can’t run our Copa Carols event this year, we are printing some Christmas cards for 
Copa residents, featuring bright and colourful artworks by Copa PS kindy kids in different 
designs. They’ll be available free to Copa locals in early December and we’ll let you know when 
they’re ready to collect from the shops. (Keep an eye on our website and Facebook).  They’ll also 
be distributed through the school community. 

We know many people don’t have the time or energy to send cards these days, but with the year 
we’ve had, it might be a nice way to ‘send a bit of Copa cheer’ to someone you are missing. There will 
be a limit of two free cards per resident and it will be first in best dressed! We were all very impressed 
with the children’s hard work and you’ll soon be able to check it all out on the CCA website at  
www.copanews.com.au

We thank Copa PS and the students for contributing their time and effort to this little Christmas 
project and hope everyone will enjoy this small gesture from the CCA.

Rob Morgan, Treasurer – CCA



After a slow Covid start, Copacabana SLSC is 
starting to find that strong forward momentum 
we need. The backbone of the club, our 
patrolling members, are on the beach and 
providing the safety we have come to expect. 
New Director of Surf Lifesaving Paul Robinson has done a 
lot of work in the background to prepare the team and do 
the necessary planning we require these days to operate 
safely. The Age Managers are putting Nippers (and some 
brave parents) through their paces and Friday afternoon 
Week-Enders is drawing a crowd - all of which have the often 
laborious but essential social safety measures in place. 

The Change Property team has always been a great supporter 
of our club, be it knocking out their famous burgers at Week-
Enders or just helping where they can, and this year we are 
pleased to announce they have become a key sponsor of the 
club. Thanks Deb and Trudy for your unfailing support of 
Copa Surf Club.

This season, we have reintroduced the ‘Copacabana SLSC 
Boardriders’ as part of our Nippers program. There has always 
been a strong (but often denied) relationship between 
‘clubbies’ and surfers.

Boardriders often find themselves providing assistance to 
troubled swimmers by simply being on the spot at the right 
time. Acknowledging this; Angelo, Damon and Jonas are 
entwining surfing competition with the learning programs 
offered by Surf Life Saving. If the swell gods look after us, we 
are certain the program will be a great success.

We are stoked to have Briohny Kennedy join our Executive 
Committee as the Director of Administration. Briohny brings 
a strong business mind that will complement the team nicely. 
Briohny’s appointment provides Michael Magriplis with the 
opportunity to step into our new role of Vice-President, 
People and Culture. The club introduced the new position 
this year to focus on members, community and developing a 
club culture that we all enjoy. 

Our goal going forward is to enjoy a simple, safe and stress-
free summer, and wish the same for you all as well. Have a 
wonderful Christmas and we hope to see you on the beach 
or up on the balcony.  

Cheers...  
Adam Richards
president@copacabanaslsc.org.au

Copacabana SLSC 

ArtistsArtistsArtists



supportinglocalsLocals

4365 0377
AFSL 502  401 www.bdfinancial.com.au

CARPENTER
BUILDER

Renovations, additions, 
property maintenance

Call Alan
No job too small

0405 198 639

COPACABANA
CELLARS

224 Del Monte Place
OPEN 7 DAYS

10am - 7pm

02 4382 1162

WINE | BEER | SPIRITS | ICE

LUCA’S CHEMIST
@ COPA

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm
Remarkable Service

Everyday Value
Lowest Private Prescriptions 

Guaranteed

02 4308 6600

DELMONTE
BUILDING SERVICES

Renovations 
& Additions

Geoff Pavett
02 4382 2415
0414 454 842

COPACABANA

Leanne & Ben
02 4382 1348

COPACABANA
POST OFFICE

Monday - Friday
9am - 5pm
Saturday

9am - 12 noon

0412 415 010

Concepts, Drawings 
and DA’s

www.davidscobiearchitects.com

Thank YOU to all OF our Newsletter Sponsors for supporting 
OUR Copacabana community

Gourmet Ice Cream
Coffee & Giftware

TAPAS - SHARE PLATES - BAR

Open 7 Days from 10am til late
 oceanbarcantina

E: contact@oceanbar.com.au

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

JOHN OWENS

No job too big or small
New or old homes
FREE QUOTES

0414 567 947

SNIPS
Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm

Sat 8am - 3.00pm

02 4382 2009

COPACABANA

HAIR SALON

www.copacabanasnips.com

EDDY HAYES
Handyman Services

0423 467 198
Phone Eddy

Quality work.
Fully Insured.

HEALING - TEACHING

Kathryn Marie 
()

0403 943 341   
mcgrath.com.au

steve nixon
move your home 

up the most 
wanted list

Bolton Design

Corporate, Product, Food 
and Events Photography

Call Joe:
0408 344 836

www.fotocam.com.au 

Pedalboats, kayaks  
and stand-up paddleboards

Great for parties!
aquafun.net.au  0413 808 394

For Sales, Service, 
Permanent 

& Holiday Rentals

www.georgebrand.com.au

Ph: 02 4382 1000

Monday - Friday
6.30am - 6pm

Weekends
6.30am - 3pm

COPACABANA
NEWSAGENCY

02 4382 2442

LENWIL
REINFORCEMENTS

02 4324 4266
Free Quotes

For all your concrete 
reinforcing, mesh bar 

& sealers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_ZS42bsn00&feature=youtu.be
https://georgebrand.com.au/
https://www.mcgrath.com.au/


2/202-204 Del Monte place
0406 811 317

UN
DER NEW MANAGEMENTUN
DER NEW MANAGEMENT

LAWN
MOWING

Rubbish removal
Council bin service

Garden maintenance
Call Noah

0450 921 296

BBQ Available
Tennis Coaching

BOOK AT 
Copa Newsagency
02 4382 2442

TENNIS
COURT HIRE

HOUSE & GARDEN

All work inside & out, 
deck repairs, garden work, 
painting, house cleaning

 & all repairs.

0410 582 233

MAINTENANCE

Call Andrew

HIGH PRESSURE 
CLEANING

Call Julian 

0410 582 233

LAWNS CUT 
and

RUBBISH REMOVAL

YOU SEE IT
I CAN MAKE IT

02 4382 1639
0439 131 213

Design, Pattern 
Dressmaking, Alterations

Call Chris

tiffany.price@ 
georgebrand.com.au

Ph: 02 4382 4003

GEORGE BRAND
STRATA

For all your strata  
management needs

COPA
SUPERMARKET

Open 7am - 7pm
Groceries, Sandwiches, 

Pies, Ice Creams 
& Soft Drinks

02 4382 2677

CRAINY’S
CARPET 

CLEANING

www.crainys.com.au
0418 229 790
02 4381 2222

SCENIC GLASS
FENCING

Specialising in glass and 
aluminium pool fencing 

& balustrades
Call Charles

For a free quote
0417 436 712

GREAT COFFEE 
GREAT STAFF 
GREAT VIEW!

4382 6100

Property management, Painting, 
Carpentry and General Repairs.

CALL JOE:
0408 344 836

prestigehandyman.com.au 

Woodfired pizzas, Italian Craft 
beers and Prosecco on tap!

224 DEL MONTE PLACE

0401 608 685 

Artie’s Place
Copacabana Surf Club

 Monday to Friday 
7am – 3pm 

Saturday & Sunday
7am – 4pm

School Holidays
Monday to Sunday

7am – 4pm

Flyers. Brochures. Signage. 
Packaging. Branding.

PHIL BOLTON: 0404 885 731
boltondesign.com.au

Bolton Design

The CCA thanks 
all of our loyal 
advertisers for 

their continuing 
sponsorship of 

Copa News.
All proceeds directly 

benefit the community.

Buying, Selling, or looking 
for your next Rental?

Contact
Tom Heaton

for all your
Real Estate needs

0421 880 117

accomproperty.com

Stone Real Estate

4382 3066 
stonerealestate.com.au

The CCA wishes all of our loyal advertisers a very Merry Christmas and a happy holiday season.  
Thank you for your continuing sponsorship of Copa News.

https://www.copacabanamedical.com.au/
https://www.stonerealestate.com.au/


Under normal circumstances, the CCA provides information and opportunities for locals to meet, a forum for discussion and 
debate and hosts events that benefit the whole community. We also arrange meetings about issues that matter with local and 
state government representatives as necessary. The CCA management committee continues to meet monthly in person and 
via Zoom and work continues as normal to progress local issues and plans.

Due to current Covid-19 restrictions and social distancing protocols, the CCA’s regular bi-monthly members’ meetings and 
2020 AGM have been cancelled. The AGM has been tentatively re-scheduled for Thursday, February 4, 2021 depending on 
restrictions (to be confirmed).

As a volunteer-run organisation, we are always looking for new enthusiastic members to make a contribution to discussions 
and issues that shape our agenda. Even with gathering restrictions, we are always accessible by email and we welcome 
suggestions or questions at info@copanews.com.au 

All of our activities and events are funded from membership fees and advertising revenues from this quarterly newsletter. We 
are very grateful to all of our local advertisers for their continued support. 

Copa News is the only official publication of the CCA, available in hard copy from local 
advertisers or by email straight to your inbox. You can also download a copy from our website:  

www.copanews.com.au
If you would prefer a hard copy delivered to you, let us know and we’ll be happy to oblige.
To subscribe to our mailing list for newsletter only, please email us at info@copanews.com.au with NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 
ONLY in the subject line. If you become a member, we’ll automatically add you to the subscription list.

MEMBERSHIPS SUBSCRIPTIONS WERE DUE JULY 1, 2020
Please ensure that you pay your membership fee ($20 – details below) to keep your membership up to date. Only financial 
members are eligible to vote at CCA meetings.

Copacabana Community Association (CCA) needs new members and supporters

JOIN NOW

President:  Sue Steedman
Vice President: Geoff Parker

Secretary: Matt Francis
Treasurer: Rob Morgan 

Newsletter/Website Editor:  Phil Bolton 

For advertising or editorial enquiries email Attn: Sue Steedman at info@copanews.com.au
Questions or comments email:  info@copanews.com.au

Committee Members:  
Elaine Norling, Margaret Platell, Steve Boucher

YOUR CCA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS

NEW MEMBERSHIPS: 

Membership is only $20 per financial year. 

Click “Membership” on the menu bar of our website 
www.copanews.com.au which will take you to the 
registration form. 

Complete your details and submit the form.

If you live in Copa or surrounding suburbs (within 5km 
of Copa) you’re eligible for membership. We’ll send you 
details on how to pay.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS WERE DUE  
JULY 1, 2020

Please pay by direct deposit and add ‘Membership 
Renewal/name’ to the description.

ACCOUNT NAME:  
Copacabana Community Association 

BSB: 302 975 

ACCOUNT NO:  0051004. 

Or email Attn: Treasurer Rob Morgan at  
info@copanews.com.au for other payment options.  




